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1 Introduction

1.1 Purpose

This document defines the facilities offered by Avis for data transfer between Avis and any given customer to support the developments by the customer.  It is intended to form the basis for agreement between Avis and any given customer such that the development by both parties can progress in a coordinated way

1.2 Copyright

This document is the property of Avis Management Services Ltd.  It may not be copied in whole or part, or be presented to any other parties without the prior written consent of AMS Ltd.

1.3 References

[1] Avis XML Specification 

2 Overview

2.1 Data Available 

Data can be supplied the following areas

· Rental stations – basic details 

· Rental stations – opening hours  

· Regions

· Terms and Conditions

· Fleet – details of typical vehicles for each group

· Vehicle images

2.2 Update approach 

Weekly updates can be transferred to the customer.  These updates will comprise a complete refresh of the relevant data (ie NOT solely changes) . This will include fleet images 

2.3 Physical data storage

Data files (not image files):

Data will be transferred as standard zip archive files.  These will contain a number of  ASCII tab delimited files.  

Text will not be enclosed in quotes. 

All data records will carry a record type of ‘1’ as the first data item 

Standard headers and footers will be added to each file produced. 

The format isdescribed in the table below

Data Item
Notes

Record type 
0 = header

9 = trailer

File Type
File name without extension

Date created
ddmmmyyyy format e.g 11jul2000

Record count


NB header and footer records will contain the same number of fields as data records ie they will contain tab delimited ‘null’ fields. 

Image files:

Images will be transferred as standard zip archive files.  These will contain a number of  individual image files.  

File naming conventions / volumes

Data
Filename
Estimated 

Records
Estimated

Bytes per record
Estimated

Weekly data volumes

Rental stations – basic details 
Locs.dat
5000
150
750 KB

Rental stations – opening hours  
Locs_hrs.dat
7500
30
225 KB

Regions
Regions.dat
200
100
20 KB

Terms and Conditions
Terms_conds.dat
15000
130
200 KB

Fleet 
Fleet.dat
1000
60
60 KB

Data 

Zip File
_refdata.zip
N/A
N/A
400 KB

Vehicle images

Zip File
_Fleet_img.zip
N/A
N/A
13 MB 

Assume negligible compression

Vehicle images

Component files
File name format:  xxx_y_lrg01.gif

xxx – region code

y – car group

NB the 01 at the end of the file will always be 01
N/A
N/A
13 MB for full transfer

2.4 Transfer Mechanisms

FTP protocol will be used to transfer files.  The Customer will pull files from the Avis FT server and place files on an FTP server.  Avis will overwrite any files of the same name already present on this server

3 Details of data available

3.1 Rental stations – basic details 

All active, public rental stations are supplied including non-airport locations

See XML specification[1] LS reply message for definition (meaning, formats) of content

Data Item
ID ?
Notes

Location_code
Y
The location code of the main Avis location servicing an airport will be aligned with the IATA airport code for that airport.

Region_code



Location type



Town_name



Location_name



Address_line_1



Address_line_2



City



Post_code



Country



3.2 Rental stations – opening hours

Opening hours for the same set of locations as defined above.  NB these are normal opening hours different rules may apply for public holidays

See XML specification[1] LS reply message for definition of content

Data Item
ID ?
Notes

Location_code
Y


Day_of_week
Y


Day_sequence_number



Sequence_number
Y


Opening_time

Local time 24hr format

Closing_time



3.3 Regions

See XML specification[1] LR reply message for definition of content

See Appendix A for relationaship between continents, regions countries etc

Data Item
ID ?
Notes

Region_code
Y


Region_name



Continent_code



Continent_name



Country code



Country name



3.4 Terms and Conditions

See XML specification[1] TC reply message for definition of content

Data Item
ID ?
Notes

Subject_code
Y


Region_code
Y


Subject_name

Dependent only on subject code – strictly speaking a subject file keyed on subject code should be supplied – however this seems overkill in the light of the static nature of the subjects and the few instances

Description

See aboved* 

Very little meaninful data is populated here

Text_sequence_number
Y


Text



3.5 Fleet – details of typical vehicles for each group

See XML specification[1] CM reply message for definition of content

Data Item
ID ?
Notes

Region_code
Y


Car_group
Y
1 Alpha group letter

SIPP_code



Model_name



Model_code



Number_of_doors



Number_of_seats



Air_conditioning

0 or 1 to indicate whether present or not

Anti_lock_brakes

“

Radio_cassette

“

Drivers_airbag

“

Passenger_airbag

“

Electric_window

“

Sunroof

“

Automatic

“

Luggage_capacity

Rarely if ever populated

Description



Power_steering

0 or 1 to indicate whether present or not “

Rear_seat_belts

“

Four_wheel_drive

“

Radio_only

“

Sequence

Sequence of car groups NB not always alphabetical  

Display Image

0 or 1 - Indicates that the associated image should be displayed or not (0=don’t display image)  

3.6 Vehicle images

Vehicle images are linked to the car group descriptions by means of the file name.  Not every vehicle in the data will have a corresponding image

The xxx code relates to a region_code.  This and the car group letter in the image enables you to tie the data (keyed on region and group) to the image 

IMPORTANT NOTE: the data and images are volatile so that over time a group A car in Portugal may be say, an Opel Corsa or a Renault Clio.  This implies that image updates need to be carried out at the same time as data updates.

4 Transfer mechanism detail

4.1 FTP server details

To be determined

4.2 Operational details 

To be determined

NB operational procedures in the event of problems with the transfer will need to be agreed.

Appendix A – Data Model for location data 
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Appendix B – Data Model for fleet and conditions data 
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